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Developmental Biology is initiating a new section, titled Genomes and Developmental
Control. Its mission is to provide a focus for research that demonstrates causality in the
developmental process at the genomic level.
Development of metazoans is programmed in the genomic regulatory DNA, and the
specific developmental regulatory program that directs the ontogeny of its body plan is
the major distinguishing feature of each animal clade. Experimental resolution of these
programs will therefore lead directly to causal explanations, not only of development
but also of evolutionary diversification. The processes of development depend always
on large systems of genes working together. It has become clear that causal predictive
explanation of these processes lies in the genomically encoded regulatory architecture
of these systems. These principles have long been understood for some time. But they
have only recently become directly accessible to experimental research, with the
advent of genomic sequence, and of powerful technological and conceptual innova-
tions. The new section will chronicle this research. It will publish original experi-
mental work and synthetic reviews in relevant areas, which will include, but not be
limited to, the following: analysis of developmental cis-regulatory systems; develop-
mental genomics; gene regulatory networks that underlie specific developmental
processes, and system-level approaches to such networks; comparative analysis and
evolution of regulatory systems; and computational advances that illuminate the
identification and the structure/function relationships of developmental control systems.
Authors who wish to submit manuscripts for consideration in the Genomes and
Developmental Control section of Developmental Biology should indicate this in their
covering letters. Papers chosen for this section will appear together on a monthly basis
in those issues of Developmental Biology that appear on the 15th of each month. Eric
Davidson will serve as editor of the new section. A review turnaround within 14 days is
intended for these papers.
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